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WASHINGTON AFTEK THE KEVOLUTION, 1784-1799. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

(Continued from Vol. XIX. page 459.) 

1790. 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1. 

At New York : " January 1. — The Vice-President, the 
Governor, the Senators, Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Town, foreign public characters, and all the 
respectable citizens, came between the hours of 12 and 3 
o'clock, to pay the compliments of the season to me — and 
in the afteraoon a great number of gentlemen and ladies 
visited M ra Washington on the same occasion." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

" January 2. — Exercised in the carriage with M rs "Washington. . . . 
Drank, tea at the Chief Justice's of the U. States. January 3. — "Went to 
St. Paul's Chapel. January 4. — Informed the President of the Senate, and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives that I had some oral communica- 
tions to make to Congress when each house had a quorum, and desired to 
be informed thereof — and of the time and place they would receive them. 1 
"Walked round the Battery in the afternoon. January 5. — Several Mem- 
bers of Congress called in the forenoon to pay their respects on their arrival 
in town, but though a respectable Levee, at the usual hour, three o'clock, 
the visitors were not numerous. January 6. — Sat from half after 8 o'clock 
till 10 for the portrait painter, M r Savage, to finish the picture of me which 
he had begun for the University of Cambridge. In the afternoon walked 
around the Battery. Miss Anne Brown stayed here, on a visit to M rs 
"Washington, to a family dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7. 

At New York : " January 7. — About one o'clock rec'd a 
Committee from both Houses of Congress, 2 informing me 

1 The second session of the first Congress commenced on the 4th of Jan- 
uary, 1790. Ten members only of the Senate having answered to their 
names, the Senate was adjourned for want of a quorum. A quorum of 
both houses appeared on the 6th. 

2 Messrs. Strong and Izard, on the part of the Senate, and Messrs. Gil- 
man, Ames, and Seney, in behalf of the House of Representatives. 
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that each had made a house, and would be ready at any 
time I should appoint to receive the communications I had 
to make in the Senate Chamber. Named to-morrow, 11 
o'clock, for this purpose. 

" The following gentlemen dined here, viz : Messrs. 
[John] Langdon, [Paine] Wingate, [Caleb] Strong, and 
[William] Few, of the Senate, the Speaker [Frederick A. 
Muhlenberg], Gen 1 [Peter] Muhlenberg, and [Thomas] 
Scott, of Pennsylvania, Judge [Samuel] Livermore and 
[Abiel] Foster, of New Hampshire, [Fisher] Ames and 
[George] Thatcher and [Benjamin] Goodhue, of Massachu- 
setts, M r [Edanus] Burke, of South Carolina, and M r 
[Abraham] Baldwin, of Georgia." — Washington's Diary. 

" January 8. — According to appointment, at 11 o'clock, I set out for the 
City Hall in my coach, preceded by Colonel Humphreys and Maj r Jackson 
in uniform, (on my two white horses) and followed by Messrs. Lear and 
Nelson, in my chariot, and M r Lewis, on horseback, following them. In 
their rear was the Chief Justice of the United States and Secretary of the 
Treasury and War Departments, in their respective carriages, and in 
the order they are named. At the outer door of the hall I was met by 
the door-keepers of the Senate and House, and conducted to the door of the 
Senate Chamber; and passing from thence to the Chair through the Senate 
on the right, and House of Representatives on the left, I took my seat. 
The gentlemen who attended me followed and took their stand behind the 
Senators ; the whole rising as I entered. After being seated, at which time 
the members of both Houses also sat, I rose, (as they also did) and made 
my speech ; delivering one copy to the President of the Senate, and another 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives — after which, and being a 
few moments seated, I retired, bowing on each side to the assembly (who 
stood) as I passed, and descending to the lower hall, attended as before, I 
returned with them to my house. In the evening a great number of ladies, 
and many gentlemen visited M rs Washington. On this occasion I was 
dressed in a suit of clothes made at the Woolen Manufactory at Hartford, 
as the buttons also were." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9. 

At New York : " January 9. — Exercised with M IS "Wash- 
ington and the children in the coach the 14 miles round. 1 In 

1 The route was by the old Kings-Bridge road, which passed over Murray 
Hill, where Lexington Avenue now does, to McGowan's Pass at about One 
Hundred and Eighth Street ; then across on a line with the Harlem River 
to Bloomingdale, and so down on the westerly side of the island. 
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the afternoon walked round the Battery." — Washington's 
Diary. 



" January 10. — "Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon — wrote private 
letters in the afternoon for the Southern mail. January 11. — Communicated 
to hoth Houses, transcripts of the adoption and ratification of the New 
Constitution by the State of North Carolina. 1 January 12. — About two 
o'clock a Committee of the Senate 2 waited on me with a copy of their ad- 
dress, in answer to my speech, and requesting to know at what time and 
place it should be presented. I named my own house, and Thursday next, 
at 11 o'clock, for the purpose. Just before Levee hour, a Committee from 
the House of Representatives 3 called upon me to know when and where 
they should deliver their address. I named 12 o'clock on Thursday. . . . 
A respectable, though not a full Levee to-day." — Washington's Diary. 



THURSDAY, JANUARY 14. 

At New York : " January 14. — At the hours appointed, 
the Senate and House of Representatives presented their 
respective addresses — the members of both coming in car- 
riages, and the latter with the Mace preceding the Speaker. 
The address of the Senate was presented by the Vice- 
President — and that of the House by the Speaker thereof. 

" The following gentlemen dined here to-day, viz : Messrs. 
[John] Henry and [William] Maclay, of the Senate — and 
Messrs. [Jeremiah] Wadsworth, [Jonathan] Trumbull, 
[William] Floyd, [Elias] Boudinot, [Henry] Wynkoop, 
[Joshua] Seney, [John] Page, [Richard Bland] Lee, and 
[George] Mathews, of the House of Representatives ; and 
M r John Trumbull." — Washington's Diary. 



" January 14. — Dined this day with the President. It was a great din- 
ner — all in the taste of high life. I considered it as a part of my duty as a 
Senator to submit to it, and am glad it is over. The President is a cold, 
formal man ; but I must declare that he treated me with great attention. 
I was the first person with whom he drank a glass of wine. I was often 
spoken to by him. Yet he knows how rigid a republican I am." — Journal 
of William Maclay. 

1 November 21, 1789. 

2 Messrs. King, Izard, and Patterson. 

8 Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Clymer, and Lawrence. 



44 Washington after the Revolution, 1790. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15. 

At New York : " January 15. — Snowing all day — but few 
ladies and gentlemen as visitors this evening to M ra Wash- 
ington." — Washington's Diary. 

" January 16. — Exercised in the coach with M rs Washington and the two 
children, about 12 o'clock. January 11. — At home all day — not well. Jan- 
uary 18. — Still indisposed with an aching tooth, and swelled and inflamed 
gum. January 19. — Not much company at the Levee to-day — but the 
visitors were respectable. January 20. — A Report from the Secretary at 
War, on the subject of a National Militia, altered agreeably to the ideas I 
had communicated to him, was presented to me, in order to be laid before 
Congress." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21. 

At New York : " January 21. — The following gentlemen 
dined here, viz : Messrs. [Oliver] Ellsworth, [William] Pat- 
terson, [Jonathan] Elmer, [Richard] Bassett, and [Benja- 
min] Hawkins, of the Senate — and Messrs. [Roger] Sher- 
man, [Lambert] Cadwalader, [George] Clymer, [Thomas] 
Hartley, [Daniel] Heister, [William] Smith, (Maryland) 
and [James] Jackson, of the House of Representatives — 
and Major [Samuel] Meredith, Treasurer of the United 
States." — Washington's Diary. 

" January 22. — Exercised on horseback in the forenoon. Called in my 
ride on the Baron de Polnitz, to see the operation of his (Winlaw's) thresh- 
ing machine. 1 . . . Many and respectable visitors to M K Washington this 
evening. January 23. — Went with M rs Washington in the forenoon to see 
the Paintings of M r Jn» Trumbull. January 24. — Went to St. Paul's 
Chapel in the forenoon. Writing private letters in the afternoon. Jan- 
uary 25. — A M r Francis Bailey [printer of Philadelphia], introduced by 
Messrs. Scott and Hartley, of Pennsylvania, and M r White, of Virginia, 
offered a paper, in the nature of a Petition, setting forth a valuable dis- 
covery he had made of marginal figures for notes, certificates &c. which 
could not by the ingenuity of man be counterfeited. January 26. — Exer- 
cised on horseback in the forenoon. The visitors at the Levee to-day were 



1 The Baron de Poellnitz had a small farm in the vicinity of Murray 
Hill, where he tried experiments in agriculture. He wrote a pamphlet on 
the subject, and also suggested to Washington the propriety of establishing 
a farm under the patronage of the government. The baron was the in- 
ventor of various agricultural machines and implements, particularly a 
threshing machine and the horse-hoe. 



Washington after the Revolution, 1790. 45 

numerous and respectable — among whom was the Vice-President and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. January 27. — Did business with 
the Secretaries of the Treasury and War." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28. 

At BTew York : " January 28. — The following gentlemen 
dined here, viz : the Vice-President, the Secretary of the 
Treasury — Messrs. [Philip] Schuyler, [Eohert] Morris, 
[Ralph] Izard, [Tristram] Dalton and [Pierce] Butler, of 
the Senate ; and Messrs. [William] Smith, (South Carolina,) 
[Michael] Stone, [James] Schureman, [Thomas] Pitzsim- 
mons, [Theodore] Sedgwick, [Daniel] Huger, and [James] 
Madison of the House of Representatives." — Washington's 
Diary. 

"January 29. — Exercised on horseback this forenoon; during my ride, 
M r [Samuel] Johnston, one of the Senators from North Carolina, who had 
just arrived, came to pay his respects, as did M r ["William] Oushing, one of 
the Associate Judges — the latter came again about 3 o'clock, introduced by 
the Vice-President. . . . The visitors to M rs Washington this evening were 
numerous and respectable. January 30. — Exercised with M rs Washington 
and the children in the coach in the forenoon. Walked round the Battery 
in the afternoon. January 31. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon. 
M r [James] Wilson, one of the Associate Judges of the Supreme Court, paid 
his respects to me after I returned from church. Spent the afternoon in 
writing letters to Mount Vernon." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1. 

At New York : " February 1. — Agreed on Saturday last 
to take M r McComb's house, 1 lately occupied by the Minister 
of Prance, for one year from and after the first day of May 
next."— Washington's Diary. 

" February 2. — Exercised in the carriage with M M Washington. On my 
return found M r [John] Blair, one of the Associate Judges, the Attorney- 
General of the United States [Edmund Randolph], and Col Bland here. 
The Levee to-day was much crowded, and very respectable ; among other 
company, the District Judge and Attorney, with the Marshall and all the 
Grand Jurors of the Federal District Court, (and a respectable body they 

1 The McComb house was situated on the west side of Broadway, a little 
below Trinity Church ; it was subsequently occupied as a hotel, and was 
called The Mansion Souse. The President moved to this house on the 23d 
of February. 
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were) attended. February 3. — Visited the apartments in the house of M r 
McComb's — made a disposition of the rooms — fixed on some furniture of 
the Minister's (which was to be sold, and was well adapted to particular 
public rooms) — and directed additional stables to be built." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4. 

At New York: "February 4. — The following company 
dined here, viz : The Vice-President, the Chief Justice of 
the United States [John' Jay], Judges [William] Cushing, 
[James] Wilson, and [John] Blair, of the Supreme Court ; 
the Attorney-General of the United States (Randolph) ; the 
Marshall, Attorney, and Clerk of the District, viz : Smith, 
Harrison, and Troup; M r [William S.] Johnson and M v 
[Benjamin] Hawkins, of the Senate, and the Secretaries of 
the Treasury and War Departments, to wit : — Hamilton and 
Knox." — Washington's Diary. 

" February 5. — Received from Doct r [Hugh] "Williamson, of North 
Carolina, a list of names whom < he thought would be proper to fill the 
Revenue offices in that State. Submitted the same to the Senators of that 
State for their inspection and alteration. February 6. — Walked to my 
newly engaged lodgings to fix on a spot for a new stable which I was about 

to build. Agreed with to erect one 30 feet square, 16 feet pitch, to 

contain 12 single stalls ; a hay loft, racks, mangers, &c ; planked floor, and 
underpinned with stone, with windows between each stall, for £65. Feb- 
ruary 7. — "Went to St. Paul's in the forenoon. February 8. — Nominated 
officers for the Revenue department in North Carolina. M r [James] Ire- 
dell as an Associate Judge ; . . . likewise Major Samuel Shaw, as Consul 
for Canton, in China. February 9. — A good deal of company at the Levee 
to-day. Exercised on horseback in the forenoon. February 10. — Sat from 
9 until 11 o'clock for M r Trumbull to draw my picture in his historical 
pieces [the battles of Trenton and Princeton]." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11. 

At New York: "February 11. — Exercised on horse- 
back in the forenoon. The following gentlemen dined 
here, viz: Messrs. [George] Leonard and [Jonathan] Groal 
[Grout], of Massachusetts; [Benjamin] Huntington and 
[Jonathan] Sturges, of Connecticut; [Peter] Silvester, of 
New York ; [Thomas] Sinnickson, of New Jersey ; [George] 
Gale, of Maryland; and [Theodoric] Bland, [Josiah] Par- 
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ker and [Andrew] Moore, of Virginia." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" February 12. — Sat from 9 o'clock until 11, for M r John Trumbull, for 
the purpose of drawing my picture. A good deal of company (gentlemen 
and ladies) to visit M ra "Washington this afternoon. February 13. — "Walked 
in the forenoon to the house to which I am about to remove. Gave direc- 
tions for the arrangement of the furniture, &c. and had some of it put up. 
February 14.- — At home all day — writing private letters to Virginia. 
February 15. — Sat between 9 and 11, for M r John Trumbull. February 16. 
— Intended to have used exercise on horseback, but the weather prevented 
my doing it. Bid to my intended habitation, and gave some directions re- 
specting the arrangement of the furniture. The Levee to-day was thin. 
Received some papers from the Secretary at War respecting a correspondence 
to be opened between Col Hawkins, of the Senate, and M r McGillivray, 1 
of the Creek Nation, for the purpose of getting the latter, with some other 
chiefs of that nation to this place, as an expedient to avert a war with them. " 
— Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, FEBEUARY 18. 

At New Tork : " February 18. — Sat for M r Trumbull from 
9 o'clock till 10; after which exercised in the post-chaise 
with M rs Washington. On our return home called on M ra 
Adams, lady of the Vice-President. The following com- 
pany dined here to-day, viz : — Judge Cushing and his 
lady; the Postmaster General [Samuel Osgood] and his 
lady, and Messrs. [Elias] Boudinot, [Samuel] Griffin, [Isaac] 
Coles, [Elbridge] Gerry, and [Alexander] White, and their 
ladies." — Washington's Diary. 

" February 19. — Exercised on horseback about 9 o'clock. "Walked after- 
wards to my new house. Received a Cap' Drew, Com 1 of a British sloop 
of war, sent express to Sir John Temple, Consul-General of that nation in 
the United States. The visitors this evening to M ra "Washington were 
numerous and respectable. February 20. — Sat from 9 until 11, for M r 
Trumbull, Walked afterwards to my new house — then rode a few miles 

1 Alexander McGillivray was the son of a Scottish trader of that name, 
who married the daughter of the principal chief of the Creek nation, 
whose domain originally included the whole of Florida and a greater 
portion of Alabama and Georgia. He received a liberal education at 
Charleston, and was also placed for a time in a business house at Savannah. 
McGillivray was finally chosen by the Creeks for their principal sachem or 
king. 
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with M r » "Washington and the children before dinner ; after which I again 
visited my new house in my coach (because it rained). February 21. — 
Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon — wrote letters respecting my 
domestic concerns afterwards. February 22. — Set seriously about removing 
my furniture to my new house. Two of the gentlemen of the family had 
their beds taken there, and would sleep there to-night." — Washington's 
Diary. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23. 

At New York : " February 23. — Few or no visitors at the 
Levee to-day, from the idea of my heing on the move. 
After dinner, M ra Washington, myself, and children re- 
moved, and lodged at our new habitation." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" February 24. — Employed in arranging matters about the house and 
fixing matters. February 25.' — Engaged as yesterday. In the afternoon a 
Committee of Congress presented an Act for enumerating the inhabitants 
of the United States. February 26.— A numerous company of gentlemen 
and ladies were here this afternoon. Exercised on horseback this forenoon. 
February 27. — Sat for M r Trumbull this forenoon ; after which exercised 
in the coach with M ra Washington and the children. February 28. — "Went 
to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon. "Wrote letters on private business 
afterwards." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, MARCH 1. 

At New York : " March 1. — Exercised on horseback this 
forenoon, attended by M r John Trumbull, who wanted to 
see me mounted. 

" Informed the House of Representatives (where the Bill 
originated) that I had given my assent to the act for taking 
a Census of the People." 1 — Washington's Diary. 

"March 2. — Much and respectable company was at the Levee to-day. 
March 3. — Exercised on horseback between 9 and 11 o'clock. ' ' — Washington's 
Diary. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 4. 

At Few York : " March 4.— Sat from 9 until half after 
10 o'clock for M 1 Trumbull. The following gentlemen 

1 The census directed to be made by the Act of Congress of March 1, 
1790, made the population of the United States to consist of 3,921,326 
persons ; this included 697,697 slaves. 
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dined here to-day, viz : — the Vice-President, Messrs. [John] 
Langdon, [Paine] Wingate, [Tristram] Dalton, [Caleb] 
Strong, [Oliver] Ellsworth, [Philip] Schuyler, [Rufus] 
King, [William] Patterson, [Robert] Morris, [William] 
McClay, [Richard] Bassett, [John] Henry, [William S.J 
Johnson, [Benjamin] Hawkins, [Ralph] Izard, [Pierce] 
Butler, and [William] Few, all of the Senate." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

" March 4. — Dined with the President of the United States. It was a 
dinner of dignity. All the Senators were present and the Vice-President. 
I looked often around the company to find the happiest faces. Wisdom, 
forgive me if I wrong thee, but I thought folly and happiness most nearly 
allied. The President seemed to bear in his countenance a settled aspect 
of melancholy. No cheering ray of convivial sunshine broke through the 
cloudy gloom of settled seriousness. At every interval of eating or drinking 
he played on the table with a fork or knife, like a drumstick." — Journal of 
William Maclay. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 5. 

At New York : " March 5. — A very numerous company 
of ladies and gentlemen here this evening." — Washington's 

Diary. 

"March 6. — Exercised in the coach with M rs Washington and the chil- 
dren, and in the afternoon walked round the Battery. March 7. — At home 
all day — writing letters on private business. March 9. — A good many 
gentlemen attended the Levee to-day — among whom were many members 
of Congress. March 10. — Exercised on horseback between 9 and 11 o'clock. 
On my return had a long conversation with Col [Marinus] Willet, who 
was engaged to go as a private agent, but for public purposes to M r McGil- 
livray, principal chief of the Creek Nation." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 11. 

At New York : " March 11. — The following gentlemen 
dined here to-day, viz : — M r [George] Read, of the Senate, 
the Speaker, and the following gentlemen of the House of 
Representatives, viz : — Messrs. [Nicholas] Gilman, [Benja- 
min] Goodhue, [Fisher] Aimes, [Jeremiah] Wadsworth, 
[Jonathan] Trumbull, [Egbert] Benson, [John] Lawrence, 
Peter Muhlenberg, [Henry] Wynkoop, [John] Vining, 
[Daniel] Carroll, [Benjamin] Contee, [James] Madison, 
Vol. xx.— 4 
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[John] Page, and [Thomas] Sumpter — also Judge [Gun- 
ning] Bedford and M r John Trumbull." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" March 12. — Exercised in the Post chaise with M rs Washington from 10 
o'clock till near 12. Signed the Passport which was to he committed to 
Col" Willet for M r Gillivray and other Chiefs of the Creek Nation of In- 
dians, and other papers necessary for his setting out on this business. 1 A 
Pretty numerous company of visiters this evening to M rs Washington's 
Levee. March 13. — Exercised about 11 o'clock with M rs Washington & 
the Children, in the coach. March 14. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the 
forenoon — wrote letters on private business afterwards. March 15. — Ee- 
ceived an Address from the Boman Catholics of the United States, presented 
by M r [Charles] Carroll of the Senate, M r [Daniel] Carroll & M r [Thomas] 
Pitzsimmons of the House of Representatives and many others, Inhabitants 
of the City of New York. . . . And M r Pew, Senator from the State of 
Georgia, presented me with the copy of an Address from that State re- 
quiring to know, when it would he convenient for me to receive it in form. 
March 16. — Exercised on horseback between 10 & 12 o'clock : previous to 
this, I was visited (having given permisn.) by a Mr. Warner Miflin, one 
of the People called Quakers ; active in pursuit of the Measures laid before 
Congress for emancipating the Slaves. 2 . . . The day being bad, not many 
visiters attended the Levee. At it Mr. Smith of South Carolina, presented 
the copy of an Address from the Intendant and of the City of Charles- 
ton, and was told that I would receive it in form on Thursday at 11 o'clock. 
March 17. — Gave Mr. Pew notice that I would receive the address of the 
Legislature of Georgia to morrow at half after ten o'clock." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THUESDAY, MAECH 18. 

At Few York : " March 18.— At half past 10 I received 
the address of the Legislature of Georgia — presented by 

1 Colonel Marinus Willett acquitted himself so well of the duty assigned 
him that the chiefs of the Creek nation, with McGillivray at their head, 
were induced to repair to New York. Negotiations were immediately en- 
tered upon, which terminated in a treaty of peace, signed on the 7th of 
August and formally ratified on the 13th. 

2 On February 12 a petition from the Yearly Meeting of Quakers for 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and the western parts of Maryland 
and Virginia, seconded by another from New York, was presented to Con- 
gress, praying for the abolition of the slave-trade. Another was presented 
the next day from the Pennsylvania Society for promoting the Abolition 
of Slavery, signed by Dr. Pranklin as president, on the same subject. These 
petitions and proceedings thereon produced much agitation in Congress and 
throughout the country during the spring of 1790. . 
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M r Pew the Senator & the 3 Representatives of the State in 
Congress [Abraham Baldwin, James Jackson, and George 
Matthews]. At 11 o'clock the address from the Intendant 
and Wardens of the City of Charleston was presented by 
M r Smith. 

" The following Gentlemen dined here, viz : — Messrs. 
[Samuel] Livermore, [Abiel] Poster, [George] Partridge, 
[George] Thatcher, [Roger] Sherman, [Thomas] Fitzsim- 
mons, [Thomas] Hartley, [Joshua] Seney, [Richard H.] 
See, [Edanus] Burke, [Thomas T.] Tucker, [Abraham] 
Baldwin, [James] Jackson & [George] Mathews of the 
Representatives in Congress — and M r [Samuel A.] Otis, 
Secretary of the Senate, and M r [John] Beckley Clerk of 
the House of Representatives. 

" In the Evening (about 8 o'clock) I went with M rs Wash- 
ington to the assembly where there were betwn. 60 & 70 
Ladies & many Gentlemen." — Washington's Diary. 

"March 19. — Exercised on Horseback betwn. 9 and 11 o'clock. March 
20. — Exercised in the Coach with M M "Washington and the Children. 
March 21. — "Went to St. Paul's Chappel in the forenoon — wrote private 
letters in the afternoon. Received M r Jefferson, Minister of State about 
one o'clock. 1 March 22. — Sat for M r Trumbull for my Picture in his His- 
torical pieces — after which conversed for more than an hour with M r Jef- 
ferson on business relative to the duties of his office. March 23. — A full & 
very respectable Levee to day. March 24.— Prevented from Biding by the 
unfavourableness of the weather." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 25. 

At New York : " March 25. — Went in the forenoon to 
the Consecration of Trinity Church, when a Pew was con- 
structed, and set apart for the President of the United Sts. 2 

1 Thomas Jefferson had been called to "Washington's cabinet as Secretary 
of State on his return from Prance, where he had resided as minister for 
some time. After a tedious journey of a fortnight from Monticello, Mr. 
Jefferson reached New York on the 21st of March. 

2 The original building of Trinity Church, the first Episcopal church 
organized in the province of New York, was erected in 1696 and enlarged 
in 1737. It was destroyed in the great fire of September 21, 1776, and the 
building consecrated this day was erected in 1788 on the same site, Broad- 
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" The following Company dined here to day, viz : — The 
Chief Justice Jay & his Lady, Genl. Schuyler & his Lady, 
the Secretary of the Treasury and his Lady, the Secretary 
of War & his Lady & M rs Greene, the Secretary of State 
(M r Jefferson) M 1 [Charles] Carroll & M r [John] Henry of 
Senate, Judge [James] Wilson, Messrs. [James] Madison 
& [John] Page of the Ho. of Representatives, and Col 
[William Stephens] Smith Marshall of the District."— 
Washington's Diary. 

" March 26. — The company this evening was thin, especially of Ladies. 
March 27. — Exercised in the coach with M rs Washington and the children. 
March 28. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon. March 29. — Exer- 
cised on Horsehack in the forenoon — and called at Col [Anthony] Walton 
White's. March 30. — Exercised in the Post Chaise with M ra Washington. 
The Company at the Levee to day was numerous & respectable. March 
31. — Exercised on Horsehack." — Washington's Diary. 

THUBSDAY, ABEIL 1. 

At New York : " April 1. — The following Company dined 
here to day, viz : — Governor Clinton, [Pierre Van Cort- 
landt] the Speaker of the Senate & [Gulian Verplanck of 
the] House of Representatives of the State of Hew York, 
Judge Duane, Baron de Steuben and M p Arthur Lee. M r 
[Rufus] King of the Senate, and the following members of 
the House of Representatives — M r [George] Leonard, M r 
[Theodore] Sedgwick, M r [Jonathan] Grout, M r [Jeremiah] 
Van Rensalaer, M r [John] Hathorne, M r [George] Clymer, 
M 1 [Daniel] Heister, M r [Michael] Stone, M r [Hugh] Wil- 
liamson, M r [John B.] Ash, and M r [Daniel] Huger." — 
Washington's Diary. 

"April 2. — But a thin company this Evening, on acct. of the badness of 
the weather, & its being good friday. April 3. — Exercised in the Coach 
with M rB Washington and the Children. April 4. — At home all day — un- 
well. April 5. — Exercised with M rs Washington in the Post Chaise. April 
6. — Sat for M r Savage, at the request of the Vice President, to have my 

way, opposite Wall Street. During the exercises, Washington and his 
family were seated in the richly ornamented pew, with a canopy over it, 
set apart by the wardens and vestrymen for the President of the United 
States. 
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Portrait drawn for him. 1 The Company at the Levee to day was thin,' — the 
day was bad. April 7. — Exercised with M ra "Washington in the Post- 
Chaise." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 8. 

At New York : " April 8. — The following Company 
dined here, viz : — of the House of Representatives — M r 
[Elbridge] Gerry, M r [Benjamin] Huntington, M r [Lambert] 
Cadwalader, M r [Elias] Boudinot, M r [Thomas] Sinnickson, 
M r [Thomas] Scott, M r [George] Gale, M r [Josiah] Parker, 
M r [Andrew] Moore, & M r [John] Browne, of the Treasury 
Department, the Comptroller (M r [Nicholas] Bveleigh), the 
Auditor (M P [Oliver] Wolcot) & the Register M r [Joseph] 
Nourse — and of the Commissioners of Acets. Genl. [Wil- 
liam] Irvine, and M r [John] Kean — together with M r 
[Christopher] Gore, attorney for the District of Massachu- 
setts." — Washington's Diary. 

" April 9. — Exercised on Horseback in the forenoon. The company who 
visited M ra Washington this afternoon was very numerous both of Gentle- 
men & Ladies. April 10. — Exercised in the Coach with M rs Washington 
and the Children — walked in the afternoon around the Battery and through 
some of the principal Streets of the City. In the afternoon the Secretary 
of State submitted for my approbation Letters of credence for M r [William] 
Short as Charge de Affaires, at the Court of Versailles. April 11. — Went 
to Trinity Church in the forenoon — and [wrote] several private letters in the 
afternoon. April 12. — Exercised on Horseback after which did business 
with the Secretaries of the Treasury and War Departments. April 13. — 
Exercised on Horseback about 10 o'clock. A good deal of Company at the 
Levee to day. April 14. — Exercised in the Post Chaise with M." Wash- 
ington. ' ' — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15. 

At New York : " April 15. — The Vice President & Lady, 
the Chief Justice of the United States & Lady, M r [Ralph] 
Izard & Lady, M r [Tristram] Dalton & Lady, Bishop [Sam- 
uel] Provost & Lady, Judge [Cyrus] Griffin & Lady Chris- 
tina, Col [Samuel] Griffin & Lady, Col [William S.] 
Smith & Lady, the Secretary of State, M r [John] Langdon, 

1 This portrait is now owned by Henry Adams, a great-grandson of John 
Adams. 
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M r [Rufus] King & Major [Pierce] Butler. M rs King was 
invited but was indisposed." — Washington's Diary. 

"April 16. — Had a long conference with the Secretary of State on the 
subject of Diplomatic appointments & on the proper places & characters for 
Consuls or Vice Consuls. After which I exercised on Horseback. The 
Visiters of Gentlemen and Ladies to M ra Washington this evening were very 
numerous. April 17. — Exercised in the Coach with M TS Washington and 
the children. April 18. — At home all day — the weather being very stormy 
& bad, wrote private letters. April 19. — Prevented from beginning my 
tour upon Long Island to day from the wet of yesterday and the unfavour- 
ableness of the morning." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 20. 

At Long Island: "April 20.— About 8 o'clock (having 
previously sent over my Servants, Horses, and Carriage) I 
crossed to Brooklyn and proceeded to Flat Busb — thence 
to Utrich [New Utrecht] — thence to Gravesend — thence 

through Jamaica where we lodged at a Tavern kept by 

one "Warne — a pretty good and decent house, — at the house 
of a M r Barre, at Utrich, we dined, — the man was obliging 
but little else to recommend it. . . . From Brooklyn to 
Flatbush is called 5 miles, thence to Utrich 6 — to Gravesend 
2 — and from thence to Jamaica 14 — in all this day 27 miles." 
— Washington's Diary. 

" April 21. — The morning being clear & pleasant we left Jamaica about 
eight o'clock, & pursued the Boad to South Hempstead, passing along the 
South edge of the plain of that name. . . . We baited in South Hemp- 
stead, (10 miles from Jamaica) at the House of one Simmonds, formerly a 
Tavern, now of private entertainment for money. — Prom thence turning 
off to the right, we fell into the South Ed. at the distance of about five 
miles where we came in view of the Sea. . . . We dined at one Ketchum's. . . . 
After dinner we proceeded to a Squire Thompson's. April 22. — About 8 
o'clock we left M r Thompson's — halted awhile at one Greens distant 11 
miles and dined [at] Harts Tavern in Brookhaven township, five miles 
farther. . . . Prom Hart's we struck across the Island for the No. side 
passing the East end of the Brushey Plains — and Koram [Corum] 8 miles — 
thence to Setakit 7 miles more to the House of a Capt. Roe, which is toler- 
ably dect. with obliging people in it. April 23. — About 8 o'clock we left 
Roe's, and baited the Horses at Smiths Town at a Widow Blidenberg's a 
decent House 10 miles from Setalkat — thence 15 miles to Huntington 
where we dined — and afterwards proceeded seven miles to Oyster-Bay, to 
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the House of a M r Young (private and very neat and decent) where we 
lodged. The house we dined at in Huntingdon was kept by a "Widow 
Piatt, and was tolerably good. April 24. — Left M r Young's before 6 
o'clock and passing Musqueto [now Glen] Cove, breakfasted at a M r TJn- 
derdunck's [Henry Onderdonk] at the head of a little bay ; where we were 
kindly received and well entertained. — This G-entleman works a Grist & 
two Paper Mills, the last of which he seems to carry on with spirit, and to 
profit — distc. from Oyster-bay 12 miles. — Prom hence to Plushing where we 
dined is 12 more — & from thence to Brooklyne through Newton (the way 
we travelled and which is a mile further than to pass through Jamaica) is 
18 miles more. . . . Before sundown we had crossed the Perry and was at 
home." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25. 

At New York: "April 25. — Went to Trinity Church, 
and wrote letters home after dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

" April26. — Appointed a quarter before three to-morrow to receive from 
the Senators of the State of Virgna. an address from the Legislature there- 
of. April 27. — At the time appointed, Messrs. [Bichard Henry] Lee & 
[John] "Walker (the Senators from Virginia) attended, & presented the 
Address as mentioned yesterday & and received an answer to it. A good 
deal of respectable company was at the Levee to day." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 29. 

At New York : " April 29. — The following Gentlemen 
dined here, viz: — of the Senate, Messrs. [Caleb] Strong, 
Doctr. [William S.] Johnston, M r [William] Patterson, M r 
[Robert] Morris, M r [Charles] Carroll, M r [Richard Henry] 
Lee, M r [John] Walker, Govr. [Samuel] Johnston & M r 
[James] Gunn — and of the House of Representatives, M r 
[Jonathan] Sturges, M r [Egbert] Benson, M r [William] 
Floyd, M r [James] Schuremau, M r [John] Vining, M r 
[William] Smith, Maryland, M r [Theodoric] Bland, and 
M r [Thomas] Sumpter." — Washington's Diary. 

" April 30. — The Visitors to M re Washington this evening were not nu- 
merous. May 1. — Exercised in the Coach with M rs Washington & the 
children in the forenoon — & on foot in the afternoon. May 2. — Went to 
Trinity Church in the forenoon — writing letters on private business in the 
afternoon. May 3. — Exercised on Horseback about 9 o'clock. May 4. — Ex- 
ercised in the forenoon on Horseback. A respectable Company at the 
Levee to-day." — Washington's Diary. 
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THURSDAY, MAT 6. 

At New York : " May 6. — Exercised on horseback in the 
forenoon. — The following, out of several others who were 
invited, hut prevented by sickness, dined here, viz : — M r 
[Paine] Wingate, M r [William] Maclay, M r [John] "Walker 
(of the Senate) and Messrs. [Nicholas] Gilman, [Fisher] 
Aimes, Genl. Muhlenberg, [Henry] Wynkoop, [John] Page 
and Lady, [William] Smith So. Carolina & Lady, and M r 
[Alexander] White & his Lady of the House of Represent- 
atives." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 6. — Went to dine with the President agreeably to invitation. He 
seemed in more good humor than I ever saw him, though he was so deaf 
that I believe he heard little of the conversation. "We had ladies, Mrs. 
Smith, Mrs. Page and Mrs. "White. Their husbands all with them." — 
Journal of William Maclay. 

FRIDAY, MAY 7. 

At New York : " May 7. — Exercised in the forenoon. . . 
Much Company — Gentlemen & Ladies — visited M ra Wash- 
ington this Evening." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 8. — Exercised in the Coach with M rs "Washington & the Children 
in the forenoon. May 9. — Indisposed with a bad cold, and at home all day- 
writing letters on private business." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, MAY 10. 

At New York : " May 10. — A severe illness with which 
I was siezed the 10th of this month and which left me in 
a convalescent state for several weeks after the violence of 
it had passed ; & little inclination to do more than what 
duty to the public required at my hands occasioned the 
suspension of this Diary." — Washington's Diary. 

Incessant application to business made severe inroads upon Washington's 
health, and on the 10th of May he was seized with a "severe illness," as 
he records in the Diary, which reduced him to the verge of dissolution. 
He was confined to his chamber for several weeks. His chief difliculty was 
inflammation of the lungs, and he suffered from general debility until the 
close of the session of Congress in August. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 15. 

At New York : " May 15. — Called to see the President. 
Every eye full of tears. His life despaired of. Dr. Mac 
Knight told me he would trifle neither with his own char- 
acter nor the public expectation ; his danger was imminent, 
and every reason to expect that the event of his disorder 
would be unfortunate." — Journal of William Maclay. 

" May 22. — The President has been exceedingly unwell ; had the fears of 
those acquainted with his situation been verified, the consequences would 
have been alarming." — Oliver Wolcott to Oliver Wblcott, Sen. 

MONDAY, MAY 24. 

At New York : " New York, May 26.— The President of 
the United States is so far recovered that he rode out in his 
carriage on Monday last [May 24]." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
May 29. 

"May 25. — By late accounts from New York, we are informed that the 
President of the United States has been exceedingly indisposed, but we 
rejoice at the authentic information of his being much relieved." — New 
Brunswick Gazette. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 1. 

At New York: "New York, June 2. — We have the 
pleasure to felicitate the public, that the President of the 
United States has so far recovered his health, that he yes- 
terday [June 1] saw company at his house, and received the 
congratulations of many respectable characters on the oc- 
casion." — Pennsylvania Packet, June 7. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 3. 

At New York : " I have a few days since had a severe 
attack of the peripneumony kind ; but am now recovered, 
except in point of strength. My physicians advise me to 
more exercise and less application to business." — Washing- 
ton to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

MONDAY, JUNE 7. 

Leaves New York: "New York, June 6. — To-morrow 
[June 7] I go on a sailing party of three or four days with 
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the President. . . . The President is perfectly reestablished, 
and looks better than before his illness." — Thomas Jefferson 
to William Short. 

" New York, June 10.— Yesterday afternoon [June 9] the PRESIDENT 
of the United States returned from Sandy Hook and the fishing banks, 
where he had been for the benefit of the sea air, and to amuse himself in 
the delightful recreation of fishing. We are told he has had excellent 
sport, having himself caught a great number of sea-bass and black fish — 
the weather proved remarkably fine, -which, together with the salubrity of 
the air and wholesome exercise, rendered this little voyage extremely agree- 
able, and cannot fail, we hope, of being very serviceable to a speedy and 
complete restoration of his health." — Pennsylvania Packet, June 12. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 24. 

At New York : " June 24. — Exercised on horseback 
betwn. 5 & 7 o'clock, A.M. Entertained the following 
Gentlemen at Dinner, viz : — Messrs. [Elbridge] Gerry, 
[Benjamin] Goodhue, [Jonathan] Grout, [George] Leonard, 
[Benjamin] Huntington, [Egbert] Benson, [Elias] Boudinot, 
[Lambert] Cadwalader, [Thomas] Sinnickson, [Daniel] 
Heister, [Thomas] Scott, [Benjamin] Contee, [Michael] 
Stone, [John] Browne, and Morse [?] of the House of 
Representatives." — Washington's Diary. 

"June 25. — Constant & heavy Rain all day, prevented Company from 
visiting M™ Washington this afternoon & al! kinds of Exercise. June 26. 
— Exercised in the Coach with M rB Washington & the Children & by walk- 
ing in the afternoon. June 27. — Went to Trinity Church in the forenoon — 
and employed myself in writing business [letters] in the afternoon. June 
28. — Exercised between 5 & 7 o'clock in the morning & drank Tea with M re 
Clinton (the Governors Lady) in the afternoon. June 29. — Exercised be- 
tween 5 & 7 o'clock in the morning on horseback. A good deal of Com- 
pany, amongst which several strangers and some foreigners at the Levee to 
day." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, JULY 1. 

At New York : " July 1. — Exercised between 5 and 7 
o'clock on Horseback. . . . The following Gentn. & Ladies 
dined here, to day, viz : — The Secretary of State, Secretary 
of the Treasury, and Secretary at "War & their Ladies — 
M r [Tristram] Dalton & M p [Rufus] King & their Ladies, 
M r [Pierce] Butler & his two daughters — M r [Benjamin] 
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Hawkins, M r [Joseph] Stanton, & M r [Theodore] Foster, & 
M r [Ralph] Izard. — The Chief Justice & his Lady, Genl. 
Schuyler & M M Izard were also invited but were otherwise 
engaged." — Washington's Diary. 

" July 2. — Exercised between 5 & 7 on horseback. . . . Much company 
of both Sexes to visit M rc "Washington this evening. July 3. — Exercised 
between 9 and 11 in the Coach with M rs Washington and the Children. 
July 4. — "Went to Trinity Church in the forenoon. This day [Sunday] 
being the Anniversary of The declaration of Independency the celebration 
of it was put of until to morrow." — Washington's Diary. - 

MONDAY, JULY 5. 

At New York : " July 5. — The members of the Senate, 
House of Representatives, Public Officers, Foreign Char- 
acters &c. The Members of the Cincinnati, Officers of the 
Militia, &c. came with the compliments of the day to me — 
about one o'clock a sensible Oration was delivered in St. 
Paul's Chapel by M r Brockholst Livingston, on the occasion 
of the day. ... In the afternoon many Gentlemen & ladies 
visited M rs Washington. I was informed this day by Gen- 
eral Irvine (who reed, the acct. from Pittsburgh) that the 
Traitor Arnold was at Detroit & had viewed the Militia in 
the Neighbourhood of it twice." — Washington's Diary. 

" July 5. — All the town was in arms ; grenadiers, light infantry, and 
artillery passed the Hall, and the firing of cannon and small-arms, with 
beating of drums, kept all in uproar. The motion [for the Senate to ad- 
journ] was carried, and now all of us repaired to the President's. "We got 
some wine, punch, and cakes. Erom hence we went to St. Paul's, and heard 
the anniversary of independence pronounced by a Mr. B. Livingston. The 
church was crowded. I could not hear him well. Some said it was fine. 
I could not contradict them. I was in the pew next to General Washing- 
ton. Part of his family and Senators filled the seats with us." — Journal of 
William Maclay. 

TUESDAY, JULY 6. 

At New York : " July 6. — Exercised on Horseback betwn. 
5 & 7 o'clock in the morning, — at 9 o'clock I sat for M r 
Trumbull to finish my pictures in some of his historical 
pieces. Announced to the House of Representatives (where 
the Bills originated) my Assent to the Acts which were 
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presented to me on Friday last. — One of which Authorizes 
the President to purchase the whole, or such part of that 
tract of Land situate in the State of New York, commonly 
called "West-point as shall be by him judged requisite for 
the purpose of such fortifications & Garrisons as may be 
necessary for the defence of the same. 

" The visitors were few to day, on acct. of the numbers 
that paid their compliments yesterday. July 7. — Exercised 
between 5 & 7 this morning on Horseback." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THUBSDAY, JULY 8. 

At New York : " July 8.— Sat from 9 o'clock till after 10 
for M r John Trumbull who was drawing a Portrait of me 
at full length which he intended to present to M rs Washing- 
ton. 1 ... 

"The following Gentlemen dined here to day — viz — 
Messrs. [Paine] Wingate, [Caleb] Strong, [William] Ma- 
clay, [Richard Henry] Lee, & [Samuel] Johnson (No. Caro- 
lina) of the Senate — and Messrs. [Nicholas] Gilman, [Fisher] 
Aimes, [Jonathan] Sturges, [James] Schureman, [Thomas] 
Fitzsimmons, [Henry] Wynkoop, [John] Vining, [William] 
Smith, [James] Madison, [John] Sevier, & [Thomas] Sump- 
ter, of the House of Representatives." — Washington's Diary. 

" July 8. — Stayed at the Hall until four o'clock, and went to dine with 
the President. It was a great dinner, in the usual style, without any re- 
markable occurrences. Mrs. "Washington was the only woman present." — 
Journal of William Maclay. 

EEIDAY, JULY 9. 

At New York : " July 9. — Exercised on Horseback be- 
tween 5 & 7 in the morning. . . . Many visitors (male & 

1 This portrait, which represents Washington in uniform, standing by 
the side of a horse, was bequeathed by Mrs. "Washington to Eliza Parke 
Law, wife of Thomas Law, and daughter of her son, John Parke Oustis. 
The picture is small (twenty by thirty inches) and is exquisitely painted. 
It is now owned by Mrs. Kirby Flower Smith, daughter of the late Edmund 
Law Eogers, of Baltimore, and great-grand-daughter of Mrs. Law. This is 
the original from which the large painting belonging to the city of New 
York was executed. 
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female) this afternoon to M™ Washington." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" July 10. — Having formed a Party, consisting of the Vice President, his 
lady, Son & Miss Smith ; the Secretaries of State, Treasury, & War, and the 
ladies of the two latter ; with all the Gentlemen of my family, Mrs. [Tobias] 
Lear & the two Children, we visited the old position of Port Washington 
and afterwards dined on a dinner provided by M r Mariner at the House 
lately Col Eoger Morris, 1 but confiscated and in the occupation of a com- 
mon Parmer. July 11. — At home all day — dispatching some business rela- 
tive to my own private concerns." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, JULY 12. 

At New York: " July 12. — Exercised on Horseback be- 
tween 5 & 6 in the morning. Sat for M r Trumbull from 9 
until half after ten. — And about Noon had two Bills pre- 
sented to me by the joint Committee of Congress — The one 
' An Act for Establishing the Temporary & permanent Seat 
of the Government of the United States.' " — Washington's 
Diary. 

The " Act for establishing the Temporary and Permanent Seat of the 
Government of the United States" was passed by Congress, July 9, 1790, 
and approved by the President July 16. It was enacted : That a district 
of territory not exceeding ten miles square, to be located on the river Po- 
tomac, at some space between the mouths of the Eastern Branch and Cono- 
cocheague, be the permanent seat of the government of the United States. 
That the President be authorized to appoint three Commissioners to survey, 
define, and limit the district so defined. That prior to the first Monday in 
December next all offices attached to the seat of government should be 
removed to and, until the first Monday in December in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred, remain at the city of Philadelphia, at which place the 
next session of Congress should be held. 

TUESDAY, JULY 13. 

At New York : " July 13. — Again sat for M r Trumbull 
from 9 until half past 10 o'clock. A good deal of Com- 
pany at the Levee to day. July 14. — Exercised on Horse- 
back from 5 until near 7 o'clock." — Washington's Diary. 

1 The "Eoger Morris House" is still standing near the intersection of 
Tenth Avenue and One Hundred and Sixty-first Street with the old Kings- 
bridge road. It was occupied by Washington as head-quarters from Sep- 
tember 16 to October 19, 1776. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 20. 

At New York : " New York, July 21. — Yesterday the 
Mayor [Richard Yarick] waited on the President of the 
United States, and presented the request of the corporation 
that he would honor them with permitting Mr. Trumbull, 
to take his portrait to be placed in the City-Hall, as a mark 
of the respect the citizens of New York entertain of his 
virtues. 

" The President was pleased to express the favorable 
impressions occasioned by the application, and chearfully 
granted the request." — Pennsylvania Packet, July 23. 

This life-size portrait (seventy-two by one hundred and eight inches), 
still owned by the city of New York, is described by Mr. Trumbull in his 
autobiography as follows : " I returned in July to New York, where I was 
requested to paint for the corporation a full-length portrait of the President. 
I represented him in full uniform, standing by a white horse, leaning his 
arm upon the saddle; in the background, a view of Broadway in ruins, as 
it was then, the old fort at the termination ; British ships and boats leaving 
the shore, with the last of the officers and troops of the evacuating army, 
and Staten Island in the distance. . . . Every part of the detail of the 
dress, horse, furniture &c, as well as the scenery, was accurately copied 
from the real objects." 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21. 

At New York : " New York, July 22. — Yesterday arrived 
in this city Col. Willet, accompanied by Col. M'Gillivray, 
with thirty warriors of the Creek and Siminola nations. 
They embarked at Elizabeth-town point, about ten o'clock 
in the morning, and landed on Murray's wharf about two 
P.M. where they were received by the St. Tammany society, 
who attended on the occasion, attired in the most splendid 
dresses and other emblems of that respectable society." — 
Pennsylvania Packet, July 24. 

" The society was drawn up in two flies, with the grand sachem at the 
head, who welcomed Colonel M'Gillivray ashore; who, with the warriors 
marched in the centre of the society, which proceeded through Wall-street. 
When they came opposite the Federal Hall, Col. M'Gillivray, and the 
warriors saluted the Congress, who were in the front of the balcony, and 
returned the compliment — The procession moved on to the Secretary at 
War's [in the lower part of Broadway] , where the several warriors smoked 



Washington after the Revolution, 1790. 63 

the calumet of peace, and next proceeded to the President's, where they 
were particularly introduced — after which they waited on Governor Clin- 
ton, still accompanied by the society, who afterwards attended them to the 
city tavern, where they took up their lodgings during their residence in 
this city." — Idem. 

TUESDAY, JULY 27. 

At New York: "New York, July 30.— Tuesday last 
[July 27], the legion of General Malcolm's Brigade, and 
Col. Bauman's Kegiment of Artillery, the whole com- 
manded hy Col. Butgers, were reviewed by the President 
of the United States, and Governor Clinton accompanied 
by the Kings and Warriors of the Creek nation, who lately 
arrived in this city. — The troops were cOmpleat in uniform 
and arms, and performed a variety of firings and manoevres 
with great precision." — Pennsylvania Packet, August 4. 

" New York, July 30. — We learn, that yesterday [July 29] there was an 
entertainment given on board the ship America, Oapt. Sarly, lately from 
Canton — which was honored by the company of the President of the 
United States, the Secretary of "War, several other heads of departments, 
the Governor of this state — Col. M'Gillivray, with the Kings, Headman, 
and Warriors of the Creeks, and a very respectable company of officers and 
soldiers." — Pennsylvania Packet, August 5. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10. 

At New York : " I have received in their due order, and 
have to acknowledge at this time my obligations for your 
three agreeable letters, in date October 16th 1789, May 1st 
and May 31st of the present year. With the last I had also 
the pleasure to receive the key of the Bastille ; in acknowl- 
edgment of which I write to the Marquis de Lafayette by 
this conveyance." — Washington to Thomas Paine. 

Lafayette had intrusted to Thomas Paine for transmission to the Presi- 
dent the key of the Bastille and a drawing of that prison after its destruc- 
tion in July, 1789. In his letter, dated Paris, March 17, the Marquis said, 
"Give me leave, my dear General, to present you with a picture of the 
Bastille, just as it looked a few days after I had ordered its demolition, with 
the main key of the fortress of despotism. It is a tribute, which I owe as 
a son to my adopted father, as an aid-de-camp to my general, as a mission- 
ary of liberty to its patriarch." 

The key still remains at Mount Vernon ; the drawing was sold at public 
sale at Philadelphia in April, 1891. 



64 Washington after the Revolution, 1790. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11. 

At New York : " Congress, after having been in session 
ever since last fall, are to adjourn in two or three days. . . . 
One of the last acts of the executive has been the conclusion 
of a treaty of peace and friendship with the Creek nation 
of Indians, who have been considerably connected with 
the Spanish provinces, and hostile to the Georgia frontiers 
since the war with Great Britain. McGillivray and about 
thirty of the kings and head men are here." — Washington 
to the Marquis de Lafayette. 



" New Fork, August 14. — Yesterday the treaty of peace arid friendship 
between the United States and the Creek nation was solemnly ratified by 
the contracting parties, in Federal Hall, in the presence of a large assembly 
of citizens. — The vice-president of the United States — the great officers of 
state — his excellency the governor — and of several members of both houses 
of Congress. 

" At 12 o'clock the President of the United States, and his suite, general 
Knox, the commissioner ; the clerks of the department of the secretary at 
■war ; colonel M'Gillivray, and the kings, chiefs, and warriors of the Creek 
nation being assembled, the treaty was read by the secretary of the presi- 
dent of the United States. 

" The president then addressed colonel M'Gillivray the kings, chiefs and 
warriors. . . . The president then signed the treaty, after which he pre- 
sented a string of beads as a token of perpetual peace, and a paper of to- 
bacco to smoke in remembrance of it : Mr. M'Gillivray rose, made a short 
reply to the president, and received the tokens. This was succeeded by the 
shake of peace, every one of the Creeks passing this friendly salute with 
the president : a song of peace, performed by the Creeks, concluded this 
highly interesting, solemn and dignified transaction." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
August 18. 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 15. 

Leaves New York : " New York, August 26. — On Sunday 
morning, the 15th inst, the President of the United States 
embarked for Newport, on a visit to the state of Rhode 
Island, accompanied by Governor Clinton, Mr. Jefferson, 
Secretary of State; the Hon. Judge Blair, Mr. Smith of 
S. Carolina, and three gentlemen of his family [Colonel 
Humphreys, Major Jackson, and Mr. Nelson]." — Pennsyl- 
vania Packet, August 28. 



Washington after the Revolution, 1790. 65 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17. 

At Newport, Bhode Island: "New York, August 26. — 
The President arrived at Newport at eight o'clock on 
Tuesday morning [August 17], at which time he was wel- 
comed to the state by a salute from the fort. Erom the 
landing place he was attended to his lodgings by the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the town, who were severally presented 
to him. He then walked round the town, and surveyed the 
various beautiful prospects from the eminences above it. 
At four o'clock he was waited on by the most respectable 
citizens of the place, who conducted him to the Town Hall, 
where a very elegant dinner was provided, and several 
toasts drank. After dinner he took another walk, accom- 
panied by a large number of gentlemen. 1 

" On Wednesday morning at nine o'clock the President 
and his company embarked for Providence." — Pennsylvania 
Packet, August 28. 

■WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18. 

At Providence, Rhode Island : " Providence, August 19. — 
Yesterday about four o'clock P.M. arrived from New York, 
in the Packet Hancock, Capt. Brown, the President of the 
United States, with his suite, accompanied by his excellency 
Governor Clinton of New York ; the hon. Thomas Jeffer- 
son, Esq. secretary of state; the hon. Theodore Foster, 
Esq. one of the senators from this state; Judge Blair; 
Mr. Smith of South Carolina ; and Mr. Gorman of New 
Hampshire, member of Congress." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
August 30. 

"A procession [civil and military] was formed agreeable to a previous 
arrangement, and the President escorted to his lodgings at Mr. Daggett's. 
On the President's landing a Federal Salute was fired, and the bells in town 
rang a joyful peal. The salute was reiterated on his arrival at Mr. Daggett's. 
The general attendance of almost every inhabitant of the town in the pro- 
cession, together with the brilliant appearance of the ladies at the windows 

1 On this day the President received addresses from the clergy of New- 
port, from the Hebrew congregation of Newport, and from the master, 
wardens, and brethren of King David's Lodge in Newport, Bhode Island ; 
all of which he answered. 

Vol. xx. — 5 
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and doors of the houses, evinced in the most sensible manner their pleasure 
on this happy occasion. In the evening the college edifice was splendidly 
illuminated." — Idem. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19. 

At Providence : " Providence, August 21. — On Thursday 
[August 19], in the forenoon, the President, accompanied 
by the gentlemen who came passengers with him, and many 
of the citizens, walked thro' the principal streets, to view 
the town, in the course of which they were escorted to the 
college by the students, and by Dr. [James] Manning intro- 
duced into the college library and museum, and afterwards 
went on board a large Indiaman on the stocks belonging 
to Messrs. Browne and Francis." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
August 31. 

"At three o'clock an elegant entertainment was served in the Court- 
house, for upwards of two hundred persons. Thirteen toasts were drank 
under discharges of cannon. At the close of the toasts, the President gave 
' The Town of Providence,' — rose from the table, and went immediately on 
board Capt. Brown's Packet for departure. He was attended by a very 
numerous procession — which returned to Governor [Arthur] Tenner's, and 
after three cheers dispersed in good order. It may be proper to remark, 
that no untoward accident took place — that every countenance indicated 
the most heart felt joy, and that we have reason to believe the President 
was perfectly satisfied with his reception. ' ' l — Idem. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22. 

At New York : " New York, August 26. — The President 
of the United States arrived in this city on Sunday [August 
22], after a short and agreeable passage of 24 hours." — 

Pennsylvania Packet, August 28. 

" The visit [to Rhode Island] was gratifying to the citizens as it was un- 
expected. All classes vied with each other in demonstrations of joy, respect 
and admiration : — The pleasing affability and gracious manners of the Presi- 
dent, and his polite attention to the great number of citizens who were 
successfully presented to him, added if possible, to that love which was felt 
before. "When he withdrew from table at Newport, the company rising, 

1 On this day the President was waited upon by the Society of the Cin- 
cinnati of Rhode Island, and received addresses from the inhabitants of 
Providence and from the Corporation of Rhode Island College, both of 
which he answered. 
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drank. the following toast — The man we love — and never was a toast drank 
with more severity. — "When, ' The President of the United States' was given 
at Providence, the huzzas, plaudits, and shouts of the company within and 
without the Town Hall, continued for some time. There never was, per- 
haps, a greater exhibition of sincere public happiness than upon this occa- 
sion ; every individual thought he beheld a friend and patron ; a father or 
a brother after a long absence ; and on his part, the President seemed to feel 
the joy of a father on the return of the prodigal son. 1 "We have little room 
to doubt that his visit to the state of Rhode Island will be productive of 
happy effects, for whatever aversion the citizens of that state may have 
hitherto had to the new government, they must now feel a confidence in 
the administration of one who possesses their universal esteem, and of whose 
virtues and patriotism they have, upon numerous occasions, had the strongest 
pledges." — Idem. 

SATURDAY", AUGUST 28. 

At New York : " New York, August 31. — On Saturday 
last [August 28] the governor of this state, the mayor of 
the city, and the corporation, were regaled at the festive 
board of the President of the United States. 

" We are informed, that on this occasion the President 
took an opportunity to express his great reluctance at 
leaving the city, and those who had taken so much pains to 
treat him, not only with dignified respect, but with rever- 
ence and esteem, as the Father and Patron of the United 
States. Mrs. Washington, also, seemed hurt at the idea of 
bidding adieu to these hospitable shores." — Pennsylvania 
Packet, September 2. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 30. 

Leaves New York : 2 " New York, August 31. — Yesterday, 
about nine o'clock the corporation attended at the Presi- 
dency in Broadway, where the governor of this state, the 
executive officers of government, several other officers, gen- 

1 In allusion to the delay of Khode Island in ratifying the National 
Constitution. 

2 " New York, August 26. — The President will leave this place on Mon- 
day [August 30] — reach Elizabeth Town that night — Brunswick on Tues- 
day night — Trenton on "Wednesday night — Breakfast at Bristol on Thursday 
morning, and proceed from thence to Philadelphia." — Tobias Lear to Clem- 
ent Biddle, MS. Letter. 
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tlemen of the clergy, and others, had already assembled to 
take their leave." — Pennsylvania Packet, September 2. 

" About ten o'clock the procession moved for the President's barge 
which was laying at M'Comb's wharf on the North River, in the following 
order : Sheriff with his insignia of office — Marshals and Constables, with 
insignias — Gov. Clinton — President — Chief Justice Jay — The Executive 
Officers of Government — Corporation of New- York — Several Officers — 
Clergy — Citizens. At the wharf the escort opened to the right and left, 
when the President, his Lady, &c accompanied, marched forward and en- 
tered on board the barge, under the discharge of a salute of 13 guns from 
the battery. . . . The barge was manned with 13 men, in a uniform of 
white jackets and black caps ; the weather was serene and beautiful, and a 
few minutes landed them at Powles Hook ferry [Jersey City], where 
the carriages of the President and suite were waiting." — Idem. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2. 

At Philadelphia : " September 4. — Thursday last [Septem- 
ber 2] about 2 o'clock arrived in town from New- York, the 
President of the United States — his Lady, and their suite. 1 
They were joined On their approach by a number of re- 
spectable citizens- — the city troops of horse, artillery, and 
companies of light infantry, who, on this occasion, as well 
as others, all testified their affection for the Benefactor oe 
Mankind." — Pennsylvania Packet. 

"Every public demonstration of joy was manifested; — the bells an- 
nounced his welcome — nfeue iejoye was exhibited — and as he rode through 
town, to the City Tavern, age bowed with respect, and youth repeated, in 
acclamations, the applauses of the Hero of the Western "World. At 4 
o'clock he partook of a repast (provided by the Corporation at the City 
Tavern) accompanied by the members of our Legislature and of the state 
Convention — by the President [Thomas Mifflin] and other executive officers 
of Pennsylvania, at which Reason, Valor and Hospitality presided. 
After dinner thirteen toasts were drank. In the evening there was a 
brilliant display of fire works in Market street." — Idem. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3. 

At Philadelphia : Dines with the members of the Con- 
vention for revising the Constitution of Pennsylvania, who, 

1 Besides the President and Mrs. Washington, the travelling party com- 
prised Eleanor Parke and George Washington Parke Custis, the two grand- 
children of Mrs. Washington, Major William Jackson, Thomas Nelson, 
two maids, four white and four black servants, and sixteen horses. 
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having finished their business the day before, had adjourned 
with an understanding that they should come together as a 
body the next day to meet President Washington. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4. 

At Philadelphia : " September 8. — The President of the 
United States during his short stay in this city, received 
every mark of respect, attention and affection to his person, 
which the public or individuals could demonstrate : of the 
latter we cannot omit mentioning an elegant FUe Ghampetre 
that was given to this illustrious personage, his amiable 
consort and family, on Saturday last [September 4] on the 
banks of the Schuylkill, in the highly improved grounds 
of the Messrs. Gray, by a number of respectable private 
citizens." — Pennsylvania Packet. 

" The company amounting to near two hundred ladies and gentlemen, 
assembled at two o'clock, and at three sat down to a sumptuous and splendid 
cold collation in which (though only 24 hours were given for the prepara- 
tion) all viands and fruits of the season were assembled and elegantly ar- 
ranged. A band of music played during the repast, and at the close several 
excellent songs were sung, and toasts were given. The President and 
Ladies then withdrew ; when the following toast was drank with loud 
applause. The ILLUSTRIOUS TRAVELLERS. ' '—Idem. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5. 

At Philadelphia : " After a pleasant journey we arrived 
in this city on Thursday last, and to-morrow we proceed 
(if Mrs. Washington's health will permit, for she has been 
much indisposed since we came here) toward Mount Ver- 
non." — Washington to Tobias Lear. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6. 

Leaves Philadelphia : " September 7. — Yesterday morning 
the President of the United States proceeded on his journey 
to his seat in Virginia." — Pennsylvania Packet. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 

At Baltimore : " Baltimore, September 10. — On Wednes- 
day last [September 8] at Six o'clock in the afternoon, the 
President of the United States and his Lady, attended by 
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their suite, arrived here from Philadelphia, on their way to 
Mount Vernon. On their entrance into town they were 
received and saluted by a Federal discharge from Oapt. 
Stodder's company of artillery; and such other public 
demonstrations were manifested by the citizens as shewed 
the most unfeigned affection and veneration for the ILLUS- 
TRIOUS TRAVELLERS."— Pennsylvania Packet, Septem- 
ber 16. 

11 Baltimore, September 10. — Thursday forenoon [September 9], the Pres- 
ident was waited on by a number of the citizens, whom he received with 
his usual politeness and attention, and, at four o'clock he honored the mer- 
chants with his company at an elegant entertainment, prepared at Mr. 
Grant's tavern, at which his suite and several other gentlemen were present. 
Thirteen toasts were drank on this occasion." — Idem. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10. 

Leaves Baltimore: "Baltimore, September 10. — This 
morning at six o'clock, the President, his Lady and suite, 
set out on their journey. Captain Stodder saluted them on 
their departure, with a Federal Discharge from his Artillery 
Park." — Pennsylvania Packet, September 16. 

" George-Town, September 15. — Last Saturday [September 11] about 
eight o'clock in the morning arrived here from Bladensburg, where they 
lodged the preceding night, the President of the United States, his 
Lady and suite, on their way to Mount Vernon. The members of the 
Patowmack Company of Alexandria, and this place, met their illustrious 
President at Mr. John Suter's, notwithstanding the fatigue of a long jour- 
ney, his Excellency proceeded to business respecting the navigation of the 
Patowmack." — The Pennsylvania Mercury, September 21. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 23. — The President of the 
United States, arrived at Mount Vernon on Saturday, the 
11th instant." — Pennsylvania Packet. 

" Mount Vernon, 16 Sept. 1790. — I have been here two days, and have 
seen most of the improvements which do honour at once to the taste and 
industry of our "Washington. I have been treated as usual with every 
most distinguished mark of kindness and attention. Hospitality indeed 
seems to have spread over the whole its happiest, kindest influence. The 
President exercises it in a superlative degree, from the greatest of its duties 
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to the most trifling minutiae, and Mrs. Washington is the very essence of 
kindness. Her soul seems to overflow with it like the most abundant 
fountain and her happiness is in exact proportion to the number of objects 
upon which she can dispense her benefits." — Thomas Lee Shippen to Dr. 
William Shippen, Jr. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3. 

At Mount Vernon : In a letter of this date to Tobias 
Lear, Washington requests that a transcript be made of one 
from Count d'Estaing, referring to a bust of M. Necker, 
which had been sent to him by the Count. 

This small Parian bust of M. Necker, the famous French Minister of 
Finance, which stood for many years on a bracket in the library at Mount 
Vernon, is now in the possession of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
having been purchased (April, 1891) from Lawrence Washington, son of 
Colonel John Augustine Washington, the last private owner of Mount 
Vernon. It bears upon a brass plate on the pedestal the following inscrip- 
tion : " Presented to GEORGE WASHINGTON President of the UNITED 
STATES of AMERICA by his most dutiful, most obedient and most humble 
servant, Estaing, a Citizen of the state of Georgia, by an act of 22 a feb. 
1785, and a Citizen of Prance in 1790." 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10. 

At Mount Vernon : " We are approaching the first Mon- 
day in December by hasty strides. I pray you, therefore, 
to revolve in your mind such matters as may be proper for 
me to lay before Congress, not only in your department, if 
any there be, but such others of a general nature, as may 
happen to occur to you, that I may be prepared to open the 
session with such communications as shall appear to merit 
attention." — Washington to Alexander Hamilton. 

Congress had adjourned at New York on the 12th day of August, to meet 
at Philadelphia the first Monday of December, in pursuance of the act of 
July 9, fixing the seat of government in that city until the first Monday in 
December, 1800. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27. 

At Mount Vernon: In a letter of this date written to 
Tobias Lear at Philadelphia, Washington states that he had 
just returned from a twelve days' excursion up the Potomac. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " I have had the pleasure to receive 
your letters of the 11th of May and 12th of July last, to- 
gether with the flattering mark of your and Madame de 
Brehan's regard, which accompanied the former ; for which, 
and the obliging satisfaction you express on the restoration 
of my health, I beg you and her to accept my grateful 
acknowledgments." — Washington to the Count de Moustier. 

The flattering mark of regard on the part of the Count de Moustier 
and his sister, referred to in the above quoted letter, consisted of some 
proof impressions of the engraving by A. F. Sergent, after the profile of 
the President executed by Madame de Brehan from the sitting recorded in 
the Diary of October 3, 1789. One of these impressions, presented to Mrs. 
Robert Morris with the compliments of the President, was in turn pre- 
sented by a granddaughter of Mrs. Morris to General George B. McClel- 
lan shortly after the battle of Antietam. An admirable copy of this print 
was made by Charles Burt ; it is described in Baker's " Engraved Portraits 
of "Washington," page 70. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17. 

At Alexandria : Present at a dinner given to him by the 
citizens of Alexandria. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19. 

At Mount Vernon : "I expect to commence my journey 
for Philadelphia on Monday [November 22] — but from the 
state of the Roads after the incessant and heavy rains which 
have fallen, my progress must be slow." — Washington to 
General Knox. 

November 23. — Washington, writing to Tobias Lear under this date, from 
Spurrier's Tavern, ten miles south of Baltimore, says, " The roads are in- 
famous — no hope of reaching Baltimore to night ; we have not yet gone to 
dinner, but are waiting for it." 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27. 

At Philadelphia : " November 27. — This forenoon [at eleven 
o'clock] the President of the "United States, George Wash- 
ington, arrived here from his seat in Virginia [with his 
lady and family], and proceeded to the house of Robert 



Washington after the Revolution, 1790. 73 

Morris on Market Street, provided for him by the city 
corporation." — Diary of Jacob Hiltzheimer. 

The house owned by Robert Morris, and occupied by the President during 
his residence in Philadelphia, was on the south side of Market, sixty feet 
east of Sixth Street. The original building erected by Mary Masters (widow 
of "William Masters), prior to 1772, was successively occupied by Bichard 
Penn, who married Mary the daughter of Mrs. Masters; by General Howe 
as head-quarters during the possession of the city by the British ; by Bene- 
dict Arnold, after the evacuation ; and by John Holker, Consul-General of 
Prance. During the occupancy of the latter the house was partially con- 
sumed by fire (January 2, 1780) and rendered uninhabitable. 1 After this 
date, Bobert Morris contracted for the purchase of the ground with the 
ruins, and caused the mansion to be "rebuilt and repaired," and finally 
obtained a deed for the same from Mrs. Masters, Bichard Penn and wife, 
and Sarah Masters, dated August 25, 1785. Mr. Morris was living in the 
house at this time. 

Bichard Bush, in his " Reminiscences," speaking of the house as it appeared 
in his boyhood, when "Washington lived in it, says, " It was a large double 
house. To the east a brick wall six or seven feet high ran well on toward 
Pifth street, until it met other houses ; the wall enclosed a garden, which 
was shaded by lofty old trees, and ran back to what is now Minor street, 
where the stables stood. To the west no building adjoined it, the nearest 
house in that direction being at the corner of Sixth and Market, where 
lived Bobert Morris." 

The house was taken down in 1833 and three stores erected upon the site, 
now known as Nos. 526, 528, and 530 Market Street. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBBB 7. 

At Philadelphia : " December 8. — Yesterday, at the levee 
of the President of the United States, Ignatius Palyrat, 
Esq; as Consul- General from her most faithful Majesty the 
Queen of Portugal to the United States of America, was 
presented by the Hon. Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of 
State, and most graciously received." — Pennsylvania Packet. 

The Presidential levees at Philadelphia were held every other Tuesday 
between three and four o'clock in the afternoon, at which "Washington 
understood that he was visited as the President of the United States, and 
not on his own account. The visitors were either introduced by his secre- 

1 " January 2, 1780. — Early this morning a fire broke out in Mr. Penn's 
house on Market Street, occupied by Mr. Holker, the French Consul, which 
was consumed to the first floor." — Diary of Jacob Hiltzheimer. 
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tary or by some gentleman whom he knew himself. The place of reception 
was the dining-room on the first floor, in the rear of the house. 

" At three o'clock, or at any time within a quarter of an hour afterward, 
the visitor was conducted to this dining room, from which all seats had been 
removed for the time. On entering, he saw the tall manly figure of Wash- 
ington clad in black velvet ; his hair in full dress, powdered and gathered 
behind in a large silk bag ; yellow gloves on his hands ; holding a cocked 
hat with cockade in it, and the edges adorned with a black feather about an 
inch deep. He wore knee and shoe buckles ; and a long sword, with a finely 
wrought and polished steel hilt, which appeared at the left hip ; the coat 
worn over the sword, so that the hilt, and the part below the coat behind, 
were in view. The scabbard was white polished leather. He stood always 
in front of the fire-place, with his face towards the door of entrance. The 
visitor was conducted to him, and he required to have the name so distinctly 
pronounced that he could hear it. He had the very uncommon faculty of 
associating a man's name, and personal appearance, so durably in his memory, 
as to be able to call one by name, who made him a second visit. He received 
his visitor with a dignified bow, while his hands were so disposed of as to 
indicate, that the salutation was not to be accompanied with shaking hands. 
This ceremony never occurred in these visits, even with his most near friends, 
that no distinction might be made. 

" As visitors came in, they formed a circle around the room. At a quarter 
past three, the door was closed, and the circle was formed for that day. He 
then began on the right, and spoke to each visitor, calling him by name, 
and exchanging a few words with him. "When he had completed his circuit, 
he resumed his first position, and the visitors approached him in succession, 
bowed and retired. By four o'clock this ceremony was over." — William 
Sullivan, Public Men of the Revolution, page 120. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBEE 8. 

At Philadelphia : At twelve o'clock addresses both 
Houses of Congress in the Senate Chamber. 1 

The sessions of Congress at Philadelphia were held in the two-story brick 
building at the southeast corner of Sixth and Chestnut Streets, erected 
1787-89 for a county building, and still standing. The Senate Chamber 
was in the second story, back room (the front being occupied as committee 
rooms), and the Hall of the House of Representatives was on the first floor, 
the whole of which was in one chamber, with the exception of a vestibule 
running along the full front on Chestnut Street, and containing on the left 
of the main entrance the staircase leading to the chambers above. The ex- 

1 "December 8. — This was the day assigned for the President to deliver 
his speech, and was attended with all the bustle and hurry usual on such 
occasions. The President was dressed in black, and read his speech well 
enough, or at least tolerably." — Journal of William Maelay. 
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4erior of " Congress Hall," as it was called, remains substantially the same, 
with the exception of the side entrance on Sixth Street, constructed about 
the year 1818. On the first floor the interior has been materially changed, 
the staircase connecting with the Sixth Street entrance dividing that floor 
into two rooms. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13. 

At Philadelphia: "December 14. — At 12 o'clock yester- 
day, the Senate of the United States attended the President 
at his own house, and delivered their [answer to his] ad- 
dress. At 2 o'clock [December 14] the House, preceded 
by the Sergeant at arms, waited upon the President, and 
delivered their answer, to which they received a reply." — 
Pennsylvania Packet. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14. 

At Philadelphia : " December 14. — This was levee day, and 
I accordingly dressed and did the needful. It is an idle 
thing, but what is the life of men but folly ? — and this is 
perhaps as innocent as any of them, so far as respects the 
persons acting. The practice, however, considered as a 
feature of royalty, is certainly anti-republican. This cer- 
tainly escapes nobody. The royalists glory in it as a point 
gained. Eepublicans are borne down by fashion and a fear 
of being charged with a want of respect to General Wash- 
ington. If there is treason in the wish I retract it, but 
would to God this same General Washington were in 
heaven ! "We would not then have him brought forward as 
the constant cover to every unconstitutional and irrepubli- 
Can act." — Journal of William Maclay. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15. 

At Philadelphia : " December 25. — Wednesday evening, 
the 15th. inst. the Hon. Judge [James] Wilson, law profes- 
sor in the College of Philadelphia, delivered his introduc- 
tory lecture in the College-hall [Fourth, below Arch Street]. 
The President of the United States, with his lady — also the 
Vice-President, and both houses of Congress, the President 
[Thomas Mifflin] and both houses of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, together with a great number of ladies and 
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gentlemen, were present; the whole composing a most 
brilliant and respectable audience." — Pennsylvania Packet. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24. 

At Philadelphia : " December 26. — On Friday evening 
last [December 24], I went with Charles 1 to the drawing- 
room, being the first of my appearance in public. The 
room became full before I left it, and the circle very bril- 
liant. How could it be otherwise, when the dazzling Mrs. 
Bingham and her beautiful sisters [the Misses 'Willing] 
were there ; the Misses Allen, and Misses Chew ; in short, 
a constellation of beauty?" — Mrs. John Adams to Mrs. 
William S. Smith. 

Miss Sally McKean, daughter of Thomas McKean, Chief-Justice of 
Pennsylvania, who was present at this levee or drawing-room, writing to a 
friend in New York, said, " You never could have had such a drawing- 
room ; it was brilliant beyond any thing you could imagine ; and though 
there was a good deal of extravagance, there was so much of Philadelphia 
taste in every thing that it must be confessed the most delightful occasion 
of the kind ever known in this country." 

At the levees of Mrs. Washington, which were held every Friday even- 
ing, the President did not consider himself as visited. On these occasions 
he appeared as a private gentleman, with neither hat nor sword, conversing 
without restraint, generally with women, who rarely had other opportuni- 
ties of meeting him. 

1 The third child of John and Abigail Adams. The other children were 
Abigail, who married Colonel William S. Smith, John Quincy, and Thomas 
Boylston. 

(To be continued.) 



